B IOLOGISTS all over the world will be interested in the news, of which we have just received official confirmation, that Dr. Reinhard Dohrn, the son of the founder of the Zoological Station at Naples, has once more taken up the post of director. As Dr. Dohrn is a German subject (although half-Russian by birth and Italian by upbringing), he was forced to leave Italy when it became clear that she was going to enter the War on the side of the Allies. During and since the War the Naples Station was under the Italian Government and the Municipality of Naples, with Prof. Monticelli, head of the Department of Zoology in the University of Naples, as director.
After the War a number of questions arose, and the legal status of the Station under the peace-treaty was gone into at the instance of Dr. Dohrn. He claimed that it was for many reasons not liable to sequestration, while the Naples Municipality asserted it to have been private property, and therefore to have passed legally to them as landlords. These points and many others were decided in the courts, the case eventually going to the highest court of appeal. On all the essential counts Dr. Dohrn gained his point. Finally, government decrees were issued establishing the status of the Station and defining its organisation. Briefly, we may , say that, while Dr. Dohrn goes back as director, the control is vested in a board of seven members, all q:cept the director Italians ; further, the heads of the separate departments of the Station (at present twozoological and physiological) are to be Italians. The position is therefore not the status quo ante, but this modified by a measure of Italian control and Italian share in the internal administration. From being private property, the Station has become a special form of public corporation known in Italy as ai1 ente morale. The board is of seven members. The :Mayor of Naples is ipso facto its president, while the other members are nominated quinquennially by the Minister of Public Instruction. The detailed direction and administration is reserved to Dr. Dohrn.
Plans for the future of the Station will, of course, be determined by financial considerations. Several foreign governments and institutions have rented or have promised to rent "tables." The income under this head, however, will for the present not be so great as before the War. The income from the public aquarium is considerable, and grants are also to be made from the Naples Municipality and the Italian Government. Finally, a certain amount of Dr. Dohrn's private property, which was sequestrated during the War, is to be applied to the use of the Station. With these funds the new director hopes to be able to make an immediate start on a sound footing. He intends to appoint, besides the Italian chefs de laboratoire, several assistants of various nationalities on the staff.
As to his scientific aims, Dr. Dohrn writes : " The Zoological Station was founded to enable naturalists to carry on their studies with the utmost economy of time, energy, and money. This is still, in my opinion, its fundamental raison d'etre. The Station cannot be expected to lead towards new directions of research, but rather to follow them attentively ; and the staff will have to devote itself largely to the improvement of the methods and technique in the dominant fields of marine biological research, as well as to the efficient organisation of the laboratories. Since, in the new conditions, the Station cannot cover the whole field of marine work, it will concentrate on particular lines. The promotion of experimental biology will be made its first aim. Oceanography must be dropped, and fishery work much reduced, since facilities for research in these fields are provided by other institutions in Italy. Faunistic work, especially in its ecological aspect, will be continued, and every effort will be made to make the type-collection of faunistic and experimental material, which had already been started before the War, as complete as possible.
"No new volumes of the' Fauna und Flora des Golfes von Neapel 'will be undertaken, at least for the present (although several previously started will be published). The 'Zoologischer Jahresbericht,' which was discontinued in 1914, will not be taken up again ; but the old ' Mitteilungen ' will be continued under the title of 'Pubblicazioni della Stazione Zoologica di Napoli.'"
We congratulate Dr. Dohrn on his return to the directorship of the Station, and all parties to a long and difficult dispute, on arriving at an arrangement which should ensure the smooth and efficient running of an institution with great scientific traditions.
It is only half a century ago that the Naples Station, the first permanent and properly equipped laboratory of marine biology, was founded by Dr. Dohrn's father. It is interesting to look back and try to estimate the importance of this event to biological science. At the start, the impetus given by thus systematically opening up a new field was enormous, not only to studies in pure morphology and descriptive embryology, not only to faunistic and fishery work, but also to experimental biology. It is not too much to say that the success of the Naples Station, and the consequent foundation of similar institutions in other countries, alone made it possible for men like Driesch, Boveri, Loeb, E. B. Wilson, and Morgan to carry out the fundamental pioneer work on which most of our knowledge of the physiology of fertilisation and development is based.
In the last twenty years, the marine station has not played quite such a predominant rOle in biology. Genetics has been the ruling passion-might one not sometimes say fashion ?-and this is as readily studied inland. The rise of ecology, and the greater adoption NO. 2839, VOL. I 13] of current physiological methods by zoologists, are also factors which of recent years have kept inland workers at home rather than sending them to the seaside. A change, however, is now again noticeable. The physiologist, in response to the zoologist's theft of some of his less elaborate thunder, is invading the zoologist's domain. For one thing, it is found that various fundamental processes of life, such as fertilisation, ciliary action, amaoboid movement, and a great many others, lend themselves more readily to study in life's original environment than in fresh water or in the tissues of higher terrestrial animals. For another, the physiologist, having pushed his analysis of vertebrate function almost to the limit at present possible, naturally tends to enlarge his knowledge by making it comparative; and finally, the methods of ecology are coming to be applied more fully to marine biology, both pure and applied.
It will thus be seen that there is no reason to suppose that marine biological stations have their most important work behind them, or that there are too many of them (or at least of those with adequate equipment) in existence. The Naples Station, we may be sure, will have as important results to its credit in the future as it has had in the past. Once alone in its field, it has become the parent, or at least the prototype, of a whole crop of similar institutions elsewhere. Many of these are now flourishing and well organised ; and some, like Plymouth and Woods Hole, rival their original. Nevertheless, we sincerely hope that both financial support and a stream of biological workers will flow to the reorganised "Stazione" at Naples. In the past, as all who have worked within its precincts will testify, the full international spirit of scientific co-operation has always reigned. Under Dr. Dohrn we are sure that it will continue to do so in the future; and that spirit, in these difficult days, is worthy of all encouragement. (1) yuNNAN, the south-western province of China, is now famous in horticulture for its many decorative contributions to western gardens. The collection of the seeds was begun by Mr. George Forrest
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